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27th September 2010

Crown Minerals Act Review

Ministry of Economic Development

P O Box 1473

Wellington 6140

cmareview@med.govt.nz

Dear Sir
RE: 
CROWN MINERALS ACT REVIEW

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission on the discussion document Reviewing the Crown Minerals Act 1991.

Question 13

Do you have any comments on the proposal to remove permit requirements for small scale gold activities in river and lake beds and coastal marine areas?
I strongly oppose the removal of the permit requirements for small scale gold activities.

The privilege of being able to hold a minerals permit for a small scale gold operation is the right of every New Zealander.

Small scale gold operations are an intricate part of what makes up our West Coast character.

Under the current system there are a number of controls that work for the benefit of both the miner and the community.

The current system:

· Limits the number of operators in a particular parcel of ground

· Controls the volume of materials moved

· Holds a single person or organisation accountable for the mining activities in a particular area.

Without the permit system small scale gold activities could quickly deteriorate to complete chaos and likely end up with people injured and significant damage to our environment.

In an effort to try and maintain law and order in the gold fields a system of rules and wardens would need to be developed and implemented at a cost far greater than that of maintaining the current system.

My submission is that the current terms and conditions for all existing and new small scale gold activities should remain as they currently stand.  No Change.
I would be happy to meet with representatives of Crown Minerals or the Minister to discuss the possible implications of removing mineral permit requirements for small scale gold activities further if the opportunity was to arise.

Thank you for this opportunity to make a submission.

Yours sincerely

XXXXXXXX

